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'races of a handkerchief, which the winner winds  round  his head or
fastens to his breast.    The victors have also the right to
escort the marriage procession.1     In Upper Bavaria, down
at least   to   some   fifty   years  ago,   a regular    feature   of
a rustic wedding used to be what was called the "bride-
race " or the " key-race."     It generally took place when the
bridal party was proceeding from the church to the alehouse.
A course was marked out and two goals, consisting of heaps
of straw, were set up at distances of three and four hundred
yards respectively.    The strongest and fleetest of the young
fellows raced barefoot, clad only in shirt and trousers.    He
who first reached the further goal received the first prize ;
this was regularly a key  of gilt wood, which the winner
fastened to his hat.    O'ften, as in some of the Greek legends,
the bride herself was the goal of the race.    The writers who
record the custom suggest that the race was originally for
the key of the bridechamber, and that the bridegroom ran
with  the  rest.2    In   Scotland  also  the  guests  at a rustic
wedding used to ride on horseback for a prize, which some-
times consisted of the bride's cake set up on a pole in front
of the bridegroom's house.     The  race was known as the
broose?    At Weitensfeld, in Carinthia, a festival called the
Bride-race is still held every year.     It is popularly supposed
to commemorate a time when a plague had swept away the
whole people except a girl and three young men.    These
three, it  is  said, raced with each other in order that the
winner might get the maiden to wife, and so repeople the
land.     The race is now held on horseback.    The winner
receives as the prize a garland of flowers called the Bride-
wreath, and the man who comes in last gets a wreath of
ribbons and pig's bristles.4    It seems not impossible that this
custom is a relic of a fair at which the marriageable maidens
of the year were assigned in order of merit to the young
men who distinguished themselves by their feats of strength
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